
 

Inventory No: CHI.171   

Historic Name: Saint George's French Catholic Church

Common Name:

Address:
7 Belcher St
East Main and Belcher Sts

 

City/Town: Chicopee

Village/Neighborhood: Chicopee Falls

Local No:

Year Constructed: 1923

Architect(s): Fuguere, George H.; Roy, Albert J.

Architectural Style(s): Neo Gothic Revival

Use(s): Church

Significance: Architecture; Ethnic Heritage; Religion

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Slate
Wall: Brick; Glass; Sandstone
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108 

AREA FORM NO. 

Chicopee 
7 

s East Main and Belcher Streetg 

ric Name St. George's French Catholic 
Church " 

Present Church 

riginal 

CR1PTI0N: 

1923 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relatip 

to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. Xs - c ^ c o p £ - ~ „ 

Source newspaper c l ippings 

Style l a t e Gothic Revival 

Architect George H. Fuguere 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k and sandstone 

Outbuildings 

Major alterations (with dates) 

Moved Date 

Organization Office o f Conmunity Development 

Date February 1984 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

^Setting on h igh , well-landscaped r i s e over 

looking Chicopee River and Chicopee F a l l s . 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms o f other bui ldings w i t h i n the community.) 

Since 1923 the t a l l Gothicized tower of St. George's church has been a major Chicopee 
Fa l l s landmark. Constructed of red sandstone and b r i c k , t h i s l a t e Gothic Revival 
Churche's components include ( i n add i t ion to the tower) a p ro jec t ing ves t ibu le , long 
nose w i t h (c le res tory) , transparent and apse. I n general i t s wal l s are pieced by 
pointed arch and quatre f o i l windows w i t h heavy sandstone moldings. But t rieses appear 
a t the tower. The main on Belcher St. entrances exhib i t s three deeply recessed pointed 
arch op*enings. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played i n l o c a l or s tate 
h i s t o ry and how the bu i ld ing relates to the development o f the community.) 

Af te r the C i v i l War, French Canadians came to Chicopee i n great numbers to work i n 
the t e x t i l e m i l l s and other Chicopee River va l l ey indus t r ies . As ear ly as 1871 the f i r s t 
French Catholic par ish was organized i n Chicopee. By 1885 a Canadian American par ish had 
been established on Academy St. H i l l , Front St. on what i s now the s i t e of Chicopee 
High School, known as the Church o f the Assumption, i t burned i n 1912. St. George's 
par ish was o r i g i n a l l y known as St. Joachim. Organized i n 1893, i t was o r i g i n a l l y 
located i n a small chapel on Maple St. During the ear ly 1890's t h i s par ish the Greek 
Revival P l iny Cadwell Hose on East Main St. to serve as a rec tory . The f i r s t pastor 
was Alex is Delphos under the leadership of Father Gagnon. The present Gothic Revival 
b u i l d i n g a t East Main and Belcher Streets was erected a t a cost of $225,000 - a t that 
time a parochial school and nunnary were completed on the property. St. George's 
was dedicated i n 1923. St. George's Church was designed by George H. Fugere of George 
H. Fugere and Sons, a rchi tec ts and enginners, 112 Main St. Chicopee F a l l s . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name o f p u b l i c a t i o n , author, date and publisher) 
Maps/Atlases 1885, 1894, 1912 
Chicopee Public L ib ra ry f i l e s - "Religion" 
Spr ingf ie ld Public L ib ra ry f i l e s 
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