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Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Industrial Complex or District; Military Other; Textile Mill

Significance: Architecture; Commerce; Industry; Transportation

Area(s):

Designation(s):
Nat'l Register DOE (12/21/1981); Nat'l Register Individual
Property (06/23/1983)

Building Materials(s):
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FORM A - AREA SURVEY 
V)-

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

Form numbers in this area Area no. 
ft 
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I R b 

Town Chicopee 

Name of area (if any) Ames M a n u f a c t u r i n g 

Company 

General date or period 1850-1900 

| is area uniform (explain): 

in style? yes b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n 

in condition? yes good, much a l t e r a t i o n 
in type of ownership? yes i n d u s t r i a l 

in use? yes i n d u s t r i a l 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. \ 
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DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 
The Ames B r o t h e r s , Nathan and James, e s t a b l i s h e d a t o o l and 
c u t l e r y b u s i n e s s i n Chicopee F a l l s i n 182 9. A shop comple t e 
w i t h m a c h i n e r y and w a t e r power wa"s - fu rn i shed f o r them by 
Edmund D w i g h t , l a t e r t o found t h e D w i g h t M a n u f a c t u r i n g Co. 
When Chicopee Cen te r was improved w i t h dams and c a n a l s , t h e 
f i r m r e l o c a t e d . The Ames M a n u f a c t u r i n g Co. was i n c o r p o r a t e d 
t h a t y e a r , 1834 w i t h a c a p i t a l o f $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 drawn f r o m o u t 
s i d e s o u r c e s . James and N . P . Ames, Edmund D w i g h t ( t h e 
company's f i r s t p r e s i d e n t ) . J . K . M i l l s and I g n a t i u s Sargent 
o f Bos ton were t h e p r i n c i p a l s t o c k h o l d e r s . The company 
p r o d u c t s i n c l u d e d s m a l l swords , d a g g e r s , b a y o n e t s , s m a l l 
t o o l s and m a c h i n e r y . 

I n 18 3 6 t h e company began t o m a n u f a c t u r e cannons and cannon 
b a l l s f o r w h i c h i t r e c e i v e d many o r d e r s f r o m t h i s government 
as w e l l as f o r e i g n gove rnmen t s . The r a i l r o a d was b u i l t t o 
Chicopee i n 1845 , t h u s r e s o l v i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o b l e m . 
The companya c a p i t a l r eached $250 ,000 .00 i n 1849 s i g n i f y i n g 
an e a r l y , s t e ady g r o w t h . I n 1853 t h e company began c a s t i n g 
s t a t u a r y and o t h e r bronze a r t works f o r w h i c h i t r e c e i v e d a 
w o r l d wide r e p u t a t i o n . S t a t u a r y c a s t by thit- company may be 
seen i n p a r k s t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e s . Among p r o m i n e n t company 
works a r e t h e e q u e s t r i a n s t a t u e o f Washing ton i n U n i o n Square , 
NY and B o s t o n , t h e F r a n k l i n S t a t u e a l s o i n Bos ton and t h e 
Bronze door s o f t h e C a p i t a l i n W a s h i n g t o n . 

The c i v i l war y e a r s were p r o f i t a b l e f o r t h e company. 1500-1600 
peop le were employed and b u i l d i n g s were e n l a r g e d t o c o m p l e t e 
i n c r e a s i n g government arms o r d e r s . I n 18 67 Emerson G a y l o r d , 
T.W. C a r t e r , E .O. C a r t e r and James Ames secured a m a j o r i t y o f 
t h e companies s t o c k t h u s t r a n s f e r r i n g company h e a d q u a r t e r s t o 
Ch i copee . I n a d d i t i o n t o m a c h i n e r y , ska t e s and m a i l b o x e s 
were added t o company p r o j u c t i o n s as w e l l as c e r e m o n i a l swords 
and m i l i t a r y r e g a l i a . I n 1881 t h e company expanded t h e sword 
d e p t . i n t o a s e p a r a t e e n t i t y . The a d j a c e n t G a y l o r d M a n u f a c t u r i n g 
Co. ( a l s o M a n u f a c t u r e s o f swords) was purchased and i n c o r p o r a t e d 
w i t h Ames as t h e Ames Sword Co. The Ames Co. manu fac tu r ed 
sewing machine p a r t s and b i c y c l e s i n i t s l a t e r y e a r s u n t i l 
i t s d e c l i n e . Among c r e d i t s t o t h e company i s a l s o t h e i n t r o 
d u c t i o n o f t h e e l e c t r o p l a t i n g p roces s t o t h i s c o u n t r y . The 
company was p u t up f o r s a l e i n 1898 . 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

1847 , 1853 C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s 
1855 Map 
L o u s i H . E v e r t s , H i s t o r y o f t h e C o n n e c t i c u t V a l l e y i n M a s s , . P h i l a . 187 9 
1937 Map A . G . S p a u l d i n g s S B r o s . Map 
Vera Shlakman, Economic H i s t o r y o f a F a c t o r y Town, Norh tampton 1915 
Ames f i l e a t Chicopee L i b r a r y 



The s i t e has undergone much change w i t h expansion and d e m o l i t i o n . 
C h a r l e s M c C l a l l a n was the mason of the e a r l i e r 19th c e n t r u y 
c o n s t r u c t i o n s . While the o l d e r b u i l d i n g s a r e b r i c k , rtewer 
c o n s t r u c t i o n has been aluminum b u i l d i n g s . The cobblestone 
s t r e e t s have been t a r r e d . TK£- e a r l i e s t bui ld ir iq s - the 
machlace shop c o n s i s t i n g of B u i l d i n g #1 (1847-1850) , B u i l d i n g 
2 ( a f t e r 1 8 5 9 ) , Bu i ld ing #3 (1859-1865) , B u i l d i n g 6 ( 1 8 6 0 ) , 
and the Ames O f f i c e (1847-1850) l i n e the c a n a l . B u i l d i n g 18 
(18 50 - 2 s t o r y s , t r a b e a t e d l i n t e l s and s i l l s , gable r o o f r a i s e d 
1865-1870) i s a t tached to B u i l d i n g #3 by B u i l d i n g 3A ( 1 8 6 0 * 8 
upper s t o r i e s 1908). B u i l d i n g 18A was c o n s t r u c t e d 1865-1870. 
E n t r a n c e s have been a l t e r e d to accomodate new use and windows 
have been b r i c k e d as i s common to i n d u s t r i a l s i t e s . 

B u i l d i n g 4 ( b u i l t 1865, 44story 1913, 5th s t o r y 1929) and 
B u i l d i n g 5 (1865-1870) are a t t a c h e d by an e l e v a t e d walk to the 
r e a r of B u i l d i n g #3. B u i l d i n g #34 a t tached to the west of 
B u i l d i n g #4 was c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1915 (5 th s t o r y 1929) when 
Spauldings owned the company. B u i l d i n g #13 was c o n s t r u c t e d 
1855-1859 . B u i l d i n g 10 , a p o r t i o n of tite Ames founday was 
erec ted 1855-1860. I t conta ined the b r a s s c a s t i n g and p i c k l e 
rooms. The B o i l e r House was a t tached to the west i n 1922f6>idfl40# 
BuilUOd 12 (1878) was the forge shop and c u r i n g room. J 
C h a r l e s B a s i n , owner o f these b u i l d i n g s , l e a s e s the b u i l d i n g s 
as an i n d u s t r i a l p a r k . 

B u i l d i n g 100 ( 1 9 0 8 ) , B u i l d i n g 200 ( 1 9 1 1 ) , the Ames Sword Co. 
o f f i c e (1863-1870) and meta l b u i l d i n g s are owned by E a s t e r n 
E t c h i n g , manufactures of name p l a t e s . These b u i l d i n g s a r e 
separated fomr Mr. B a s i n ' s by a wire f ence . The o r i g i n a l 
Ames Sword b u i l d i n g s were r a z e d i n 1935. 



Crii, A 

(Attach photo here) 
FORM B - BUILDING SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

1. Is this building historically significant to: 
Town Commonwealth ct» Nation^ 

Building has historical connection with the 
following themes: (see also reverse side) 

2. Town OWico^>e-e ( U»4vK.y?<gU^ C - - ^ 

Street address CUcof-ee .frf-yô T yrFCUt^ee\&\je^-
Name f~t ^>^>r^rYc.\^)rl^a <TLo ̂ wy>-»i^-Ji 

Use: n r i g i n a l fo p r e s e n t ~̂ -w<g JWVÎ  s« VMvfriWC\/>ew;-; 
5+**V̂  ft tool 5̂  V>v»^ c^stt^5, 

Scholar 
Agriculture 
Art/Sciilptiire 
Education 
Government 
Literature 
Music 

Commerce/industry 
Kr»i P n r P / j n y p n t i n n 

Travel/communication 
Military Affairs 
Religion/philosophy 
Indians_ 
Other."~i • 

Present owner 
Open to public }Ja, 
1st* Ag t , 
Pater \ g » Style ^ v v d u s t V . i*T^aVl«M^a-

Source of date Qltfravi/A-f toiA 
Development of town/city 

Architectural reason for inventorying: 
Architect \J IA fsv\s 

OR part of Area # 
30 CONDITION Excellent Good_ Fair Deteriorated Moved Altered Added 

. ^ v f - t r . K J & o f 

4. DESCRIPTION 
FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High J£ê ular Low Material ^ ftUcK j j k e c vft - <-.«WTTT«A] 

WALL COVER: Wood Brick Stone Other 
ROOF: Ridgg_^Gambrel Flat Hip Mansard (T^y- ^ 1 cvosUed sfe 

Tower _Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade Grillwork 
( Fvc.vi'V <=*«/?W*A ^ i t ' J l ' "tau^ev- ._ c y" twelve > - CfcvWel 4n-Wl«-3̂ | 

CHIMNEYS: 1 2 3 4 Center End Interior Irregular Cluster Elaborate 
STORIES: 1 2 J3_ 4 
PORCHES: 1 2 3 4 

ATTACHMENTS: Wings j m Shed 

PORTICO 12 Ra I r o n y 

FACADE: Gable end: Front/side Ornament ( ft*?^-y^ y ^ l A \ u j • u^ ^ j 

Entrance: Side. Front: Center/Side Details: pom<=>t 

Windows; Spacing: Be^ular/lrregular Identical/Varied (̂ IfltwUf.- s*4>) 
Corners: Plain Pilasters Quoins Cornerboards 

5» Indicate location of building in relation to 6 . Footage of structure from street "t ^ ~ 5 r^r 
nearest cross streets and other buildings Property has \ G>°=fr feet frontage on street i 

Recorder ^ h^oJb T='"T"^^^%, W ~ S^^iiA c^s^t*t*V 

/ For W V i C 
5jM^4,Photo # lo-29lic Date [~?o 

SEE REVERSE Sli. 



RELATION OF SURROUNDING J STRUCTURE ( "̂V ^ 

1. Outbuildings n<s _•<- j^e"-> - P - J t o - t v ^ c ^ s tv_<rfwKe5. 
2. Landscape Features: Agriculture Open Wooded Garden: Formal/Informal 

Predominant features Tv-efes ftU^^ g*w^\ y^ji y-W-e* ct-v-^s-e. 
Landscape architect — 

3. Neighboring Structures 
Style: Colonial Federal Greek Revival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom. 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 

Use: Residential Commercial Religious Conditions: Excellent Good'* Fair Deteriorated 

GIVE A B R I E F DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme circled on front of form) 

>.-V°*sWeAc\ y v o " " * * " ' ^ w V v * t T T - J » v K * V W v 3 _ «vrttl« " f r w e A V 9 * ^ * v v V s i w e „ V»l4 »» v#v©cW«-<Mdl 

5, S i t e l> *+-_.*«•-. i ^ e - V h t e p - e I t i u e y M i J . l P " ~ — M -4 w ^ ^ - y -{_,v- . c e ^ c * ^ - A t v , , . ^ t l . , 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND/OR R E F E R E N C E 

vA»> ̂ ce- .~tev-v f \ A i > yvcU^ 5et( 5, \ '3 3 o, 

y^Cc-Ie^V?^ S V 5 ^ , y ^ , P^wii^, m » ; , W ^ 

~ ^ ^ ^ ^ A r c _ r i r _ , _ ) tf»Ucy ^u r \ v » u p = W s e t K - ^ ^ 3 » VW»V*A^*P^»*A U V $ 5 H , 
R I C T I O N S ^ v e " t s v ^ s ^ g ; V - i ^ ^ 1 4 ) 

Original Owner: 
Deed Information: Book Number Page , Registry of Deeds 

Form B . 10M-11— 6 9 - 0 4 5 6 5 4 



M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T 
MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2012 

MAC R I S No. LW\> /_ 

c 

^ ^ ^ ^ 
r f\ a — ft A « . 

CAa/?. 31. 

Persons incor
porated. 

Powers and 
duties. 

1829 ch. 63. 

Real and per-
sonal estate. 

An ACT to incorporate the Arnes Manufacturing Company. 

SECT. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep
resentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, That Njjt j iatLJL-Anies, James T . Ames, Edmund 
Dwight and James K . Mills, their associates, successors and 
assigns, are hereby made a corporation, by the name of the Ames 
Manufacturing Company, for the purpose of manufacturing hard
ware, cuilery, and other articles in that line, in the town of 
Springfield, in the county of Hampden, and for those purposes 
shall have all the powers and privileges, and be subject to all the 
duties and requirements, contained in an act entitled ''an act 
denning the general powers and duties of manufacturing corpo
rations," passed the twenty-third day of February, in the year of 
bur Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty. 

SECT. 2. Be it further enacted, That said corporation may 
be seized and possessed of such real estate, not exceeding the 
value of forty thousand dollars, and such personal estate, not ex
ceeding the value of sixty thousand dollars, as may be necessary 
and convenient for the purposes aforesaid. [Feb. 24, 1834.] 



Community: C^jnACOP&C. 

MHC OPINION: ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL REGISTER 

Date Received: Date Due: Date Reviewed: <^J>-v*-~<-> c*~yy,y /ffo 

Type: Individual District (Attach map indicating boundaries) 

Name: t?ufigl~t Qe2fn-farti»~g Stv-fitn— Inventory Form: i7-0j ^Zll-Z-ifj 

Address: ^ ^ A f ^ ^ f u ^ & J k*^lroJL 

Requested by. l\jorA~e^>-t Uti li'tt^g ^f-fc-O 

Action: Honor ITC Grant rflSt'c) Other: 

Agency: -pg^c^ 

Grant ('R & C 

Staff in charge of Review: 

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES 

Eligible 
Eligible, also in district 
Eligible only in district 
Ineligible 

More information needed 

CRITERIA: 

LEVEL: 

a. Doe 

A 

Local 

B 

State 

DISTRICTS 

Eligible 
Ineligible 
More information needed 

C 

National 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by 

.^S?, CCJ^c^^ts^J Q^c^^rTa^/ T^{^t^rfi>i^. 

10/86 


