
 

Inventory No: CHI.3   

Historic Name: Hinckley, John House

Common Name:

Address: 15 Arlington St

 

City/Town: Chicopee

Village/Neighborhood: Chicopee Falls

Local No:

Year Constructed: 1891

Architect(s): Chicopee Falls Building Co.

Architectural Style(s): Queen Anne

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s):
CHI.O: Washington - Arlington Streets Area
CHI.R: Arlington Streetscape
CHI.AE: Lincoln Grove

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Aluminum Siding; Wood
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FORM E - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02106 

AREA FORM NO. 

3 

1 1 

Chicopee 

s15,21,29,35 Ar l i ng ton Street 

jic Name Hinckley House (15) Lyons House 

B i r d House (25) and Mart in House (35) 

Present s ingle family 

iginal " 

R 1 P I 1 0 N : 

1891 
3 5 flr\LiAt4-T6*f •sr. 

SKETCH MAP ^'1 1 1 ' w 71 

Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection 

:e north 

Source Atlases, plans, d i rec tor ies 

Style Queen Anne 

Arch i t ec t Chicopee Fa l l s Bui ld ing Co. 

Exterior v a i l fabric clapboard, wood 
shingle 

Outbuildings 

Major alterations (vith dates) 

Moved Date 

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon 

Organization Office of Coirnunity Development 

Date February 1984 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Set t i n g t ree l i n e d s t reet of 1890's ear ly 

1900's commuter t r a c t houses 

(Staple addi t ional sheets t e r e ) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other bui ldings w i t h i n the community.) 

These w e l l craf ted Queen Anne houses are responsible f o r much o f A r l i n g t o n Street ' s 
l a t e 19th c. charm. I n general these houses are characterized by i r r egu la r plans, 
2-story octagonal bays, enc i r c l i ng porches enlinened w i t h turned posts, slatwork 
balusters , spool transoms, pinched and cut decoration etc. Roofs combine gable and 
h ip configurations covered w i t h aluirinum s id ing , #35 re ta ins the most elaborately 
decorated porch o f the group (sawcut gingerbread, punched cut decoration o f #15 
21, 29 possess clapboard and wood shingle covernings. #21 and 29 are i d e n t i c a l , 
w i t h the exception of #29's unusual a r i e l (wet w a l l ) which i s supported by curved 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played i n l o c a l or state 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g relates to the development o f the community.) 

braces (wood). #15's handsome 2 - t i e r f ron t porch exh ib i t s turned posts, curved 
bracing, and a punched and cut l a t t i c e work screen a t i t s base. 

B u i l t i n 1891 as par t of the 83- lo t Chicopee Fa l l s Bui ld ing Co. development, #15 
A r l i n g t o n was o r i g i n a l l y owned by John Hinckley, an employee of the Overman Wheel 
Co. Band, Taylor ' s Music House, Spr ingf ie ld , MA - an early 1890's advertisement 
f o r Taylor ' s establishment states tha t i s could provide "any number of musicians 
fo r concerts, parades, p icnics etc . as w e l l as "the l a t e s t and most popular music". 
Hinckley 's fa ther , Frederick L . was the General agent of the National L i f e Insurance 
Co., 14 Front S t . , Chicopee F a l l s . U n t i l 1890 John l i v e d w i t h h i s father a t 
269 Broadway. Lucien N. Lyon, the lumber dealer and r ea l estate agent owned #21 as an 
investment property during the 1890's and ear ly 1900's. #25 was o r i g i n a l l y owned 
by Charles E. B i r d , an employee of the Overman Wheel Co. and l a t e r commuted to work 
i n Holyoke as a machinist . During the ear ly 1900's Adolphus R. Mar t in , Chicopee Fa l l s 
postmater l i v e d a t #35. 
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